WakeMed Trauma Services
Brain Injury Guidelines (BIG)

Injured Adult Patient with Positive Head CT
GCS 14-15

Non-focal exam

YES BIG 3
Transport/transfer to WMR
WMR Trauma consult
NSG consult upon arrival to WMR
RHCT yes
Admit to WMR

Anticoagulant/Antiplatelet therapy
(not ASA)
EDH or IVH - Any Size
SDH = 8 mm
IPH =2 8 mm
SAH bilateral or >3 mm
Skull fracture displaced

Consult NSG sooner if impending
herniation

NO BIG 2
Trauma consult
No NSG consult
SDH 4-7.9 mm RHCT no
IPH 4-7.9 mm Admit to WMR/WMC
SAH 1 hemisphere, > 3 sulci, 1-3 mm for 24-48 hour
Skull fracture non-displaced YES Q2 neuro assessments
GCS 15 or baseline for discharge
NO
BIG1
SDH < 4 mm Trauma phone consult
IPH < 4 mm No NSG consult
SAH < 3 sulci and <1 mm YES RHCT no

No admission
Observation 6 hours
Q2 neuro assessments
Schedule F/U in 7-10 days

EDH: Epidural Hemorrhage

IVH: Intraventricular Hemorrhage
SDH: Subdural Hemorrhage

IPH: Intraparenchymal Hemorrhage
SAH: Subarachnoid Hemorrhage
RHCT: Repeat Head CT

NSG: Neurosurgeon

GCS: Glasgow Coma Score
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