
ORDER OF DRAW

BLOOD 

CULTURES

SODIUM CITRATE

(LT BLUE/COAG TOP)

HEPARIN

(LIGHT GREEN/DARK 

GREEN TOP)

QuantiFERON 

KIT: 4 TUBES

DRAW IN ORDER

EDTA

LAVENDER, PINK TOP,

PPT (PEARL TOP),

ROYAL BLUE (EDTA*)

SODIUM FLUORIDE

(GRAY TOP)
TRANSPORT ON ICE OR

ALIQUOT PLASMA

&REFRIGERATE
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8 ACD (Yellow) tubes, always last (Send-Out Test)

BLOOD CULTURES

Adults: Collect one GREEN (aerobic) and one 

ORANGE (anaerobic) per set. Volume: 5-10 mL in 

each bottle

Pediatric: Collect one yellow (1-4 mL blood).

TB/Fungal (Send-Out): Dark Green Sodium 

Heparin Tube

LIGHT BLUE TOPS

Coag: Blood must be above the fill line. Draw a 

waste tube if using butterfly. MUST invert to mix

ORANGE GEL TUBE

Chemistry testing.

Community Clients:Draw extra tube-GTT Fasting. 

GOLD/YELLOW GEL TUBE

Serology or Send-Out testing.

Microtainer SST-Gold for chemistry testing.

PLAIN RED TOP

Special Chemistries and Send-Out Testing.

Also used for patients whose serum contains 

extremely high proteins (ex. Multiple Myeloma)

ROYAL BLUE PLAIN (SERUM)

Send-Out: Trace Metals

HEPARIN

Light Green Top: Lithium Heparin w/ gel

Dark Green Top: Sodium or Lithium Heparin tubes

QFT

Collect 1 ml of blood into each of 4 tubes. 

The level of blood MUST be 

within the black indicator line. 

Rejection: Blood above or below the black 

indicator line.

EDTA

Transfusion (Pink Top): 

All tubes must include patient first and last 

name, DOB, MRN (if inpatient), date/time of 

collection and initials/code of the collector.

Ammonia (Pink or Lavender Top): 

Inpatient: Must deliver on ice to lab within 20 

mins of collection. Outpatient: spin sample, 

aliquot/refrigerate. Do not freeze. Deliver ASAP

Lavender: MUST invert a minimum of 8 times to 

prevent clotted CBCs.
GRAY TOP (Lactic acid testing)

Inpatient: Must deliver to lab on ice within 20 

mins of collection. 

Outpatient: spin sample, aliquot 

plasma/refrigerate. Deliver ASAP

For more information: WakeMed Find A Test 

Or Call 919-350-8242

Invert to Mix

SERUM

RST 

(ORANGE TOP)

SST ***

(GOLD TOP)

PLAIN RED***

(RED TOP)

ROYAL BLUE 

PLAIN (SERUM*)

***Need to 

clot upright 

for 

10 mins 

prior to 

centrifuge

https://www.wakemed.org/find-a-test
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